


Higher Ground
Colossians 3:1-17



“Higher Ground”

“I’m pressing on the upward way,
New heights I’m gaining every day;

Still praying as I on-ward bound,
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”



I.  Put Your Mind on Things Above
(vv. 1-4)

A. The opening verses of Colossians 3
B. Obviously there is much evil all 

around us.



1 John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 

16For all that is in the world—the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life—is not of the Father but is 
of the world. 

17And the world is passing away, and the 
lust of it; but he who does the will of 
God abides forever.



I.  Put Your Mind on Things Above

C.  We should be doing the opposite of 
this world.
- Romans 12:2 And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God. 



I.  Put Your Mind on Things Above
D.  With our minds set on heavenly things, we 

have two assurances:
1) our life is hidden with Christ in God (v. 3); 
2) we will appear with Him in glory (v. 4).   

“My heart has no desire to stay 
Where doubts arise and fears dismay;

Tho’ some may dwell where these abound,
My prayer, my aim is higher ground.”

- Put your mind of things above -

Where Christ is!



II. Put Off Fleshly Habits (vv. 5-11)

A.  Paul lists some of the specific sins 
that must be removed from our lives in
(vv. 5,8,9)
- Sensualism – fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire; -

- Pride – covetousness which is idolatry; 
- Ungodly division – anger, wrath, malice, 

blasphemy, filthy language and lying.  



II. Put Off Fleshly Habits

B.  We must shed these habits and sins –
put them off!

- Take off Sensual sins: 
- Take off Prideful sins: 
- Take off Ungodly divisions:



II. Put Off Fleshly Habits

C.  Paul next explains why we must shed these 
habits
- v. 6&7; Because of these things the wrath of 
God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience, 7in which you yourselves once 
walked when you lived in them.
- v. 10, put on the new man who is renewed 
in knowledge according to the image of Him 
who created him.



II. Put Off Fleshly Habits

D. (V.11) In heaven, and in God’s eyes;
…Christ is all and in all.

I want to live above the world,
Tho’ Satan’s darts at me are hurled;

For faith has caught the joy-ful sound.
The song of saints on higher ground.



III. Put on Christ-like Character
(vv. 12-17)

A. Paul lists the Christian graces that 
characterize a holy life in vv. 12-15

B.  How are we to acquire these traits?
- V. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom…
- teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
(v. 17) - And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.



III. Put on Christ-like Character

C.  Notice that Christianity is more than 
what we don’t do. 

I want to scale the utmost height
And catch a gleam of glory bright;

But still I’ll pray till heaven I’ve found.
Lord lead me on to higher ground.



You can do several things to help 
develop Christ like character:

1. Have Christian pictures, posters, mottos, or 
Bible verses on the walls and home.

2. Play Christian music on your radio, tape or CD 
player. 

3. Choose Christian or good moral radio and TV 
programs. 

4. Read good literature and or Christian books. 
5. Don’t judge your life by what others do, but 

according to the teaching of God’s Word.



Colossians 3:1

If (since) then you were raised with 
Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the 
right hand of God.  2Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the 
earth.



Higher Ground!

Lord, lift me up and let me stand,
By faith, on heaven’s table – land,
A higher plane than I have found;

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.



Begin your upward climb todayBegin your upward climb today
–– seek the Higher Groundseek the Higher Ground

Where Christ is!Where Christ is!
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